
IL CASTELLARO
Immersed in Umbria, inspired by the land

Historical Notes

THE VILLA
The house is located on property rich in legends and history, which has 
for many years served as a setting for the splendor of the most illustrious 
families of the aristocracy of Perugia. Their unique personalities and 
amazing events have shaped our land, leaving an imprint that still today 
cloaks every corner of the Estate with charm.

THE GARDEN
The garden carries the illustrious signature of Pietro Porcinai, the last of 
many notable names to have trampled the ground. In fact, Porcinai started 
construction on an already-existing building in 1951—a nineteenth-century 
villa that was erected on an old village known as “II Castellare” that belonged 
to the dynasty of the Archpriest of the Pen.

The Archpriest of the Pen has a long and illustrious history. Legend has 
it that a prehistoric Germanic family chose to reside in Gubbio before 
relocating to Perugia. Certainly, the Archpriests are mentioned from the 
thirteenth century and became one of Perugia’s five prominent noble 
families. They rose to prominence as lords of the Penna castle in Teverina, 
earning the titles of marquis and baron, and excelled in prominent positions 
as knights of St. Stephen, army generals, eminent magistrates, university 
professors, priors, and abbots.

THE ESTATE
For the economic dominance of the region, the Archpriest’s estates were 
concentrated in key areas. Some of the most significant were those along 
the Tiber between Cordigliano and Ponte Pattoli. The Castellare, a fortified 
structure with walls, doors, and cellars that was destroyed in 1396 by order 
of the municipality of Perugia specifically for its strategic value, stood 
among huge tracts of land and grandiose architectural complexes. The estate 
still has the impressive remnants of that stronghold.



The land remained in the family’s possession until Cardinal Fulvio Della 
Corgna, Ercole Arcipreti Della Penna’s brother-in-law, hired Galeazzo Alessi 
to build the Villa di Colle del Cardinale, which would eventually become the 
focal point of the entire estate. The cardinal was well-known because he 
was Ascanio Della Corgna’s brother and the nephew of Pope Julius III. In 
1575, the Villa was built. However, things do not go as planned, and Fulvio II 
Della Corgna was forced to sell the entire estate to the Oddi family due to 
financial difficulties. The property was later acquired by the Oddi Baglioni 
family after Caterina Oddi’s marriage to Alessandro Baglioni in 1782.

Throughout the following century, the estate is the setting for adventures 
and property transfers, which are currently being investigated by scholars 
at the University of Perugia. Cesare Agostini, a renowned psychiatrist and 
senator from whom the Caporali family purchased the property in 1987, 
marks the transition into the modern period.

Since 1992, Il Castellaro has developed into a remarkable venue for upscale 
events, demonstrating once more that it is adaptable to shifting roles and 
in step with the demands of a society that is undergoing constant change. 
In summary, Il Castellaro has witnessed a tale that dates back to the 1200s, 
whose beginnings are muddled with the actions of great heroes of the 
caliber of Agamennone Arcipreti, and which continues in its tracks, in a 
process of unceasing development that shines a light on its illustrious past. 

Studies and insights by:
Erminia Irace and Manuel Vaquero Piñeiro of the University of Perugia.




